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ASPIRE WELCOMES NEW

STUDENTS

The ASPIRE project at Stan State engages Hispanic and low-
income undergraduates in comprehensive, year-round
programming to improve retention, persistence, and
graduation across STEM fields.

STEM Career Ready U (STEM CRU) will provide on- and off-
campus internship experiences collaborating with industry
partners.

Science and Math Articulation and Research for Transfers
(SMART) will identify and reduce articulation gaps at three
community college partners. 

STEM Peer-Assisted Learning for Students (STEM PALS)
will provide programming to engage incoming freshmen in
STEM experiences designed to facilitate discipline
immersion.

By Giancarlo Garcia Deleon, Communications Assistant



The upcoming STEM PALS program
is a 2-week summer program
before the student's first semester
that will strengthen a sense of
belonging to STEM and the campus
community through early
immersion and exposure to
campus life and services. 

STEM PALS

ACADEMY

STEM PALS
STEM Peer-Assisted Learning for Students
(STEM PALS) provides support and guidance
to STEM first-year students through dedicated
peer mentors. The students receive one-on-
one mentoring and workshops designed to
improve academic success during the critical
first year on campus.

STEM PALS Website Link:
https://www.csustan.edu/aspire/stem-pals

https://www.csustan.edu/aspire/stem-cru


OSCAR
RODRIGUEZ

Oscar attended Modesto Junior College,
where he discovered that coding is like
writing a cooking recipe with
instructions, a sequence, and a purpose,
and debugging is like being the detective
in a crime story where you are also the
culprit. He took an immediate interest in
it and concluded that he wanted to be a
programmer when he grew up. He
transferred to CSU Stanislaus in the
Spring of 2021. He’s conducted Data
Science research through the RISE
program alongside Dr. Jessica De Silva.
Oscar is currently pursuing a bachelor's
degree in computer science, serves as a
STEM PAL, and conducts research as a
CAHSI local REU student.

MEET THE PEER MENTORS

ROBIN 
MARTIN

Hi! My name is Robin, and I am currently
a Junior working on a Computer Science
degree. I moved from Modesto to San
Jose when I graduated high school and
was a San Jose city college tutor. I loved
having the opportunity to help other
students grow, and I look forward to
being a STEM PAL! Growing up, I loved
science and math. My Favorite movies,
Spider-Man and Big Hero Six, were a big
inspiration for why I chose STEM. In the
future, I hope to achieve a Ph.D. in
Artificial Intelligence, so I can make
robots like Baymax that help humans.

STEM PALS Mentors are fellow students who help students get connected with campus
resources and majors and can answer any general or student life questions that students may
have. N124 (The Commons) is an open space for students to come in and meet the mentors,

study, heat their lunch and print any documents.



BIOL 1050, 1150, 3310, 4350

STEM PALS TUTOR
Lexi Anderson

MATH 1070, 1410, 4330

STEM PALS TUTOR
Erica Alvarez

ZOOL 2250

STEM PALS TUTOR
Manuel Carrillo

MATH 1070, 1410, 4330

STEM PALS TUTOR
Adersin Vartanyan

ANTH 2060, COMM 2000 ,
ECON 2500, PHIL 2300, 2200,
MATH 1070 1420, 1410, 2410,
CHEM 3010

STEM PALS TUTOR
Royden Laia

CHEM 3010, BIOL 1050

STEM PALS TUTOR
Ziya Ziya

MEET THE STEM PALS

TUTORS

WALK-IN TUTORING

MATH: 1030, 1035, 1070,
1071, 1072, 1080, 1410,
1420, 1500, 1552, 1553,
1600, 1601, 1602, 2410
BIOL: 1010, 1050, 1150,
3310, 3350  
CHEM: 1100, 1110, 3010
ZOOL: 2250
PHYS: 2100
GEOG: 2010

The STEM PALS tutors
help with individual and
group tutoring. No
appointments are
needed as the tutors are
available through walk-
in sessions. Listed below
are all the courses that
tutoring is available for:

STEM PALS

tutoring

STEM PALS TUTORS

STEM PALS offers tutoring services for
STEM students through Stan Tutor.
This Spring, seven students lead
tutoring sessions inside Naraghi 124,
The Commons. All of these students
have succeeded in their respective
tutoring courses.

Student Tutors



STEM CRU MENTORS

STEM CRU Mentors assist students in
matching them with faculty mentors, gaining
workforce skills for their desired industry,
and accessing on and off-campus
internships. STEM CRU Mentors hold 1:1
sessions with their interns to help develop
and refine their mentees' career skillsets.

Student Mentors

STEM CRU

STEM Career Ready University (CRU) is an
internship program for first-year and transfer
students. STEM CRU focuses on helping
students gain workforce experience in their
desired industry and access to off-campus
internships. This effort aims to help combat
local hiring attrition.

Internship Experience & Career
Development

STEM CRU also delivers opportunities to
students to network, build skills and have a
place to find resources. It also provides
information to students who want to pursue a
career in STEM but are unsure where to start. 

STEM CRU Website Link:
https://www.csustan.edu/aspire/stem-cru

STEM CRU ENGAGEMENT

CENTER
The STEM CRU Engagement Center is here to
offer students majoring in STEM advice on
being career-ready (MSR 230). Some of our
resources include help building resumes and
covers letters, mock interviews with a STEM
Career coach, and peer mentoring. Students
can make appointments to meet with a peer
mentor for help with resumes and cover letter
writing, job searches, and advice on STEM job
applications. Students can also make
appointments with a STEM CRU Coach for mock
interviews, in-depth reviews, and proofreading
of resumes and cover letters. 

https://www.csustan.edu/aspire/stem-cru


MARIA
OLIVERAS

BRENDA
YOUSEF

Hello, my name is Brenda Yousef, and I
am a first-generation biology student. My
long time goal has been to work in the
medical field. However, one of my main
interests was research for cancer and
bacteria, which grew even more once I
started to talk to professors and take
more classes. I am the first in my family
to ever go to college for any major.  With
only one more year to go, I have had a lot
to reflect on from the past few years. I
understand that It can be hard not to
know where to start or whom to reach for
help when you first enter college. This is
why programs like the STEM CRU are here
to assist students like you and me. There
have been opportunities that I wished I
had known about when I was a freshman,
and I am excited to now help the
incoming first-year students with having
a successful college experience in STEM.

  My name is Maria Olvera, and I am a
biology major interested in biotech
research. I am also a first-generation
Hispanic transfer student from Modesto
Junior College. I am the first in my family
to pursue a career in STEM and obtain
two Associate Degrees in biological
sciences and natural sciences from
Modesto Junior College. A quote an
advisor once told me “si no pides, no
recibes.” This translates to if you don’t
ask, you don’t get it. I understand how
scary it can be to transfer to an entirely
new school and my goal is to help new
students find their path by showing them
the skills I’ve picked up in the last few
years. Such as how to build a resume,
look for jobs, and use LinkedIn to
network with potential employers,
faculty, and other students. Don’t be
scared to ask for help or feel like you
don’t belong because you have worked
hard to be where you are today. ¡Si Se
Puede!

MEET THE STEM CRU MENTORS



Science and Math Articulation
and Research for Transfers
(SMART) assists community
college students with their path
into STEM. Its a collaboration
between Stanislaus State and
community colleges (Modesto
Junior College, Merced College,
and San Joaquin Delta College). 

SMART

STEM PEER MENTORS

Science-focused transfer
counseling, student orientations,
& workshops
Access to the SMART Transfer
Advisor and Peer Mentors,
including receiving one on one
help transferring to Stanislaus
State
Regular access to Stanislaus State
STEM faculty

Student Mentors

SMART Website Link:
https://www.csustan.edu/aspire/smart

MEET THE STEM TRANSFER

ADVISOR

Welcome transfer students! I look
forward to meeting you! I’m Elizabeth
Monroe, the Transfer Specialist for the
ASPIRE grant. As a central valley native
and transfer student myself, I understand
the unique challenges transfer students
face in the central valley. If you are a
transfer student considering CSU
Stanislaus in the Biology, Chemistry,
Computer Science, Geology, Math, or
Physics majors, please feel free to reach
out to me to explore the exciting
opportunities and services available
through the SMART program. 

https://www.csustan.edu/aspire/smart


MEET THE SMART

PEER MENTORS

Lizbeth is a Computer Science student that transferred from
Modesto Junior College in 2020. Lizbeth is one of the three SMART
Peer Mentors for ASPIRE. She also worked as a Transfer Peer
Mentor for STEM SUCCESS, where she discovered how helpful
sharing her transfer experience with others could be. She is
passionate about sharing different resources with college students
that can help them succeed in their college journey.

Carissa transferred from MJC in 2019. She is studying Biology with
a minor in Psychology with a plan to pursue a Master's degree in
Genetic Counseling so she can combine her love of genetics and
her passion for helping others. She worked previously as a Civic
Action Fellow mentoring Stan State first-year students in STEM. 

Vanessa is a Biology major minoring in Spanish and Psychology.
She transferred from Modesto Junior College in 2021 and obtained
an Associate's degree in Biology, Chemistry, and Natural Sciences.
She is following the pre-med track and is interested in Family
Medicine. She is currently conducting research with Dr. Koh
focused on creating a game/simulation on health education. 

Biology
Vanessa Camarena

Computer Science
Lizbeth Solis

Biology
Carissa Correia



On behalf of the ASPIRE grant team, we want to thank Dr. David
Evans, Dean of the College of Science, for his dynamic
contributions to our project and the STEM community. His
leadership and support have played a key role in enabling the
grant to increase the sense of belonging for our STEM students
and sustain a high level of faculty participation across the STEM
disciplines. We will miss him tremendously as he plans to retire
this June. We wish him the best as he moves forward to the next
chapter in his life.DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF SCIENCE

Dr. David Evans

THANK YOU!

ASPIRE DIRECTOR
Iqbal Atwal

The ASPIRE grant builds upon the previous success and
interventions offered by the STEM Success grant. We have a
dedicated team of STEM faculty, student peer mentors, and staff
who are taking the lead in directly engaging with our
Hispanic/underserved, low-income and first generation students
to support their academic and professional success. Our goal is
to provide a seamless transition to campus for our students by
connecting them with campus resources and individuals. The
ASPIRE grant will focus on strengthening students’ sense of
belonging to STEM and the Stan State community, along with
relieving psychological pressures and stress for the students
through peer mentor guidance and mental health well-being
tools.

MESSAGE FROM ASPIRE



CONNECT WITH ASPIRE

Visit our webpage csustan.edu/aspire/stem-cru

Follow us on Instagram @stanstate_aspire

E-mail us aspire@csustan.edu

We are now on TikTok! @stem.aspire

Monday - FridayMonday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Connect with
ASPIRE

California State University,
Stanislaus

One University Circle
Turlock, CA 95382

(209) 664-6776
Naraghi Hall of Science

N159 or N161

https://www.csustan.edu/aspire/stem-cru
https://www.instagram.com/stanstate_aspire/
https://www.instagram.com/stanstate_aspire/
https://www.instagram.com/stanstate_aspire/
mailto:aspire@csustan.edu
https://www.tiktok.com/@stem.aspire

